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From the Pastor:  We Are Resurrection People! 
 

This month, we have a holiday – a day generally called “Easter”.  But if you ask most people what this 
holiday is about, they’d probably answer that it was invented by the candy companies to boost sales.  
That’s probably a sad commentary on our culture today – that this holiday is more about the Easter 
Bunny and chocolate eggs now than it is about anything else.  It’s a day for people to wear new clothes, 
to roll eggs across the White House lawn (though, for what purpose, I haven’t the foggiest idea), and to 
display treats in baskets filled with plastic Easter grass.  In fact, I think that plastic grass is the perfect 
symbol for today’s secular Easter celebrations – it’s fake, fairly useless, and if you consume too much of it, 
you’ll get sick!   
 

But here in the Church of Jesus Christ, we know the real reason for this high holy day – to celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, who by His rising has defeated sin and death once-and-for-all. For a 
time it looked like evil had triumphed over Jesus; nevertheless, on the third day, up from the grave He 
arose!  And because He lives, we shall also live, even after we die.  His victory is also our victory, as by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, we are united with Him.  No amount of plastic Easter grass can dampen that 
celebration.  We know that our Redeemer lives – hallelujah!   He is risen!  He is risen indeed!    
 

And yet, this day is about more than celebration – it’s also a day of proclamation.  We have a great 
message of resurrection, and we cannot keep that to ourselves.  In fact, as our Book of Order until re-
cently stated:  “[The Church] is a provisional demonstration of what God intends for all of humanity.”  In 
other words, we are ambassadors of our Father in heaven.  Through us, He desires to show the world 
what He intends for humanity.  He now calls us to show the world what it means to live in light of the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ.  We are to demonstrate, to put in action, the difference Christ’s resurrection 
makes in us.  We are to show the world what it means to be Resurrection People!  Typically, that means 
living as Jesus did, as Jesus taught.  That means living in love, in forgiveness, in grace and mercy.  That 
means standing up for what is true, even when the truth is deeply unpopular.  That means giving of our-
selves even to the point of death, knowing that even in death, there is new life to come.  That means be-
ing people worthy to bear the name “Christian”  Now, of course, since we are still tainted by sin in this 
life, this demonstration is only provisional.  We won’t get it all right all of the time.  But we are to keep 
trying, to show earth how it is in heaven, to show what it means to be followers of Jesus Christ.   
 

So, while the world fiddles around with rabbits and dyed eggs, let’s show it the empty tomb.  While the 
world says “you only go around once, so grab all the gusto you can get!”, let’s say instead “because we 
have eternity ahead of us, let’s make this life count by doing all the good we can in His Name”.  While 
the world says that life is meaningless, so we might as well do what we feel like, let’s boldly proclaim the 
true meaning and purpose we find in a relationship with the One who created us, the One who died for 
us, the One who conquered death for us at the empty tomb, and let’s show it what it means to live for 
Him.  For in Him is life, and that life is the light for humankind! 
 

We are Resurrection people, my friends!  So let us therefore live for Him, who has won new life for us!  
And to Him alone be the glory!   
 

In Christ’s Love,  Joshua 

Pastor’s Note 



 

Maundy Thursday is April 2. On this day, we remember Jesus giving 
of a new commandment (this is where the term Maundy comes from – 
from the Latin, mandatum, or commandment/mandate), and the 
institution of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in the Upper Room. 
Be sure to join us in worship that evening at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary; 
we will have a simple tenebrae service and will celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper together. All are welcome!  
 

Good Friday is April 3. There will be a short prayer service in the 
Chapel at noon. Together we will remember the death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary.  The Chapel will remain open for 
prayer through 3:00pm. 
 

Resurrection Sunday, the most joyful Sunday of the year, is April 5. 
Again, we have three opportunities for worship on this wonderful 
day! At 7am, we will be meeting on top of Sandusky Hill for our annual SonRise service. 
Following this, we will have our traditional 8:30am and 10:45am worship services in the 
sanctuary. He is risen – He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!  

The Pastor will be on Vacation from 
April 26 – May 2. If you have a pastoral 
care emergency during this time, please 
call the church office. Be sure to join us in 
worship on Sunday, April 26, when elder 
Fred Burkey preaches. Note:  We will 
only have worship at 10:45 that 
Sunday. 

Pastor’s Bible Study Continues! Have you always 
wanted to learn more about the Bible? Do you want 
to learn how better to read and understand the 
Scriptures? Come join the Pastor’s Bible Study! We 
meet every Monday at 7pm in the Conference 
Room. (That is, we meet when the weather and 
health allows!) We are currently studying 2 Kings. 
All are welcome! NO MEETING APRIL 27. 

Sunday, May 3 is the day for our annual visit to Nast 
Trinity Church in Cincinnati. 

 

We expect to feed 250 of the hungry and homeless, using 
funds from your 2 Cents a Meal donations. Sign up sheets 
can be found in Faith Hall for servers and cupcake bakers.   

~ Mission Committee 



News from the 

WOMEN’S 

ASSOCIATION 

BIG STUFF SALE! 
We will be selling our stuff on 

Friday, April 17 from 9:00 - 3:00 
and Saturday, April 18 from 9:00 - 
1:00. Please have all your stuff in by 
Thursday (you can begin bringing in 
your stuff starting Sunday, April 12.) 

If you are able to help sort and 
price, please stop by that week 

between 9:30 - 3:00. 

WOMEN’S APRIL 
MEETING 

The Women’s Association’s monthly 
meeting will be held on April 16 at 
noon. We will take a timeout from 
working to eat then go back to 

sorting and pricing.  Bring your 
own lunch. Drinks and desserts 
will be provided by your 
hostesses - Arlene Brackett, 
Esther Kipp, Anne Troy and 

Juanita Lacy. 

There will be a 
HEALING 

SERVICE in the 
chapel after the 
10:45 service on 
April 26. All who 
wish to receive 
anointing, the 
laying on of 
hands and 
prayers for 
healing are 
welcome.   

2¢ A MEAL 
SUNDAY,  
APRIL 12 

You can place your 
donations in the 

gold pots located 
at both entrances 
to the sanctuary. 
Thanks for your 

donation 
to feed the hungry. 

MATTHEW 25 
MINISTRIES 
If you are 

interested in going 
to Matthew 25, 
there is a group 
meeting in the 

church parking lot 
at 9:00 am 
APRIL 27. 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR MISSION 
12 MONTHS OF GIVING 

  

In support of our church’s mission of growing in 
faith by building stronger relationships and in 
service to our neighbors, Missions has started a new program called “Love 
Thy Neighbor Mission”.  The goal of the program is to support local 
mission organizations such as LOVE INC, Reach Out Pregnancy Center, 3rd 
Presbyterian Church, West Cincinnati Presbyterian Church, area 
elementary schools, etc.  
  

Each month, Missions will select a different mission objective and ask the 
congregation to support it by bringing in requested items to the 
church. The Missions committee will then deliver and report on the 
collection results. This program is not exclusive to Missions. If other 
committees or congregation members want to use this as a platform to 
provide a local need, please see a Missions representative.  
  

Please watch the weekly bulletin for the upcoming announcements.  
  

It is our hope that this program will help not only to provide for a world in 
need but also ignite a fire within our church family to serve the Missio Dei 
which is translated as the "mission of God," or the "sending of God."  



We have received our 
check from Kroger in the 
amount of $480.25 for 
the quarter of Oct. 1 - 
Jan. 31. Our total amount 
we have collected 

since we began the Community Rewards Program is 
$14,373.65. We have 54 households contributing 
and I’d like to see that number go up this year. 
Contact Reta Crone (367-4917) for assistance with 

signing up. It’s really easy! 

Quote to 
 Ponder… 
“Death is swallowed up in 
victory! 
O death, where is your 
victory? 

O death, where is your sting? 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of 
sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ!”  (1 Corinthians 15:54b-57, ESV) 

Remke Caring 
Neighbor 
Program 
Update: 

We have 
received our 
latest check 
from Remke in 

the amount of $80.  Thanks to all who are 
participating in the program.  Please contact the 
office if you would like a card to start this easy 
donation process.   

Session Retreat 
The Session will hold its 

annual retreat on 
Saturday, April 18, 9-1 

in the YC Room. All elders 
are encouraged to attend.   

Our next monthly PRAYER MEETING is 
Saturday, April 11, at 11am in the 

chapel. Please join us as we lift up our 
congregation, our leaders, our nation, 

and other needs in prayer! 

Upcoming Youth Connection Activities: 
 

Sunday April 5 - NO YC "Happy Easter" 
Sunday April 19 - YC Meeting 6-8pm 
Sunday May 3 - YC Meeting 6-8pm 

Saturday May 9 - CF Walk  
Sunday May 17 - "Dead Serious About Life" 2-7 pm 

 
Youth Connection is a group of 7-12 grade teens that meet 
the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month from 
6-8pm in the Youth Room. Please watch bulletins, Facebook 
and text messages for the latest information about YC 
events. 



APRIL BIRTHDAY BAKERS: June 

Merten, Fran Myers, 

Lou Rozmarynowski 

BIRTHDAYS 

Happy B-day 
to 

you! 

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
FOR OUR CHURCH 

FAMILY 

PRAYER CHAIN CALLS FOR 2015 - The Prayer Chain is a group of people who are committed to praying 
daily for those requesting prayer. This ministry is administered through our Board of Deacons. If you have a 
prayer request please contact Marcia Merse at 812-637-3702 (home) or 367-4301 (work) during the day 
or Phyllis Wolfram at 367-4578 during the evening. For two weeks, the people on the chain will pray daily 
for the person or situation requested. 

For Health Needs 
Jo Jean Kleinfield 
Gene Steelman 
Georgia Dwelly 
Louanna Smith 
Bennie Pierson 
Hester Konkle 
Janet Coakley 
Russell Taylor 
Ellen Puckett 
Ginny Thiele 
Elaine Harris 
Nomi Taylor 
Jane Poland 
Earl Dwelly 
Pam Kraus 
Diane Arel 
Jean Vest 
Bill Bates 

Our Shut-Ins 
Pauline Zimmerman 
Nora Montgomery 
Theresa Johnson 

Jeanette Rae 
Gloria Culley 
Ginny Thiele 
Don Kraus 

Specific Prayer Needs 
Deb Menninger: for her son’s health; 

June Merten: for her brother’s health; 
Stephanie Trabel: for her aunt’s health; 

Jim & Ellen Puckett: for her sister’s health; 
Georgia & Earl Dwelly:  for their daughter’s health; 

Taaron Meyers:  for her cousin, Lauren Hill’s health; 
Nancy Mendell: for her niece, Mary Ellen Watts’, health; 

Ted & Janet Coakley:  for their granddaughter’s, her sister’s 
        & his 

brother’s health; 
Lana Bybee: for her niece & family - for the health of their new triplets 

2 Laurie Longhauser Banks 
4  Christine Luca, Evelyn Stutzman,  
 Jeff Biddle 
6 Julia Pitstick 
7 Randy Jones 
12  Joy Riegel 
13 Steve Coleman 
15 Emma Trabel 
17 Sean McCauley 
18 Jim Mendell, Kim Schwering  
19 Andy Brackett 
21    Kelly Sebastian  
22 Mary Ann Pickens 
24 Gene Troy 
25  Nicholas Wolfram, Stephanie Trabel 
27 Russ Taylor, Tori Steuver 



Quote to Ponder… 
“Without the resurrection, there will not be 
   a Christianity – Christianity stands 
or    
    falls with the resurrection, and this single 
  factor makes Christianity 

If you have an article or event you 
would like featured in the May 
Evangel, please submit them to Kristy 
by April 22. You can leave a note in 
her mailbox or email her at 
kkathman@harrisonpresbyterian.com. 

HOPE OVER HEROIN 

 

Where: Harrison Community Center 
When: Friday, May 1,  7-9 pm 
             Saturday, May 2, 5 pm - Prayer March 
       
   7-9 pm  - Program 

 

Volunteer sign ups will be online at the City of Refuge 
website (www.cityofrefugehope.org) soon. There are 
several areas where volunteers will be needed and each 
is being coordinated by several churches in the area. 
Areas include: food tent, ground movement, parking, 
Prayer March, set up, clean up, trash (restricted – see 
Sandra) and others to be noted on site. 
 

Outreach has a display in Faith Hall with more 
information on the event and volunteer areas. If you are 
interested in volunteering, please sign the “interested” 
list and Outreach will ensure you are notified once the 
online sign up is available. 
 

On Saturday, May 2, at 5pm, there will be a Prayer 
March through Harrison. If you are interested in being 
part of the march, please sign up on the Prayer March list. We will provide meet up information 
closer to the date. 
 

Other pre-event opportunities: 
 Saturday, April 18th, 9am: For those who want to pray and distribute flyers with others, meet 

at LifeSpring Christian Church (803 W. Broadway St.) on Saturday morning, April 18 at 
9am, to head out in groups to reach untouched areas.  

 

 Prayer Services on Fridays and the week of the event: More information to come on 
locations and times. 

 

T-shirts: Cost $10 (due at time of ordering). Order sheet is in Faith Hall (on Sundays) and in the 
office during the week. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church. Deadline to order is 
April 19. 
 

http://www.cityofrefugehope.org

