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From the Pastor: Contemplation 
We are continuing in the season of Lent this month – a season of penitence, a season of preparation 
as we move toward Holy Week and Resurrection Sunday. Traditionally, this is a time of practicing 
extra disciplines, such as extra time spent in prayer, fasting, solitude, or service. The thinking behind 
these disciplines is that they help us “deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Jesus” (see Mat-
thew 16:24 and Luke 9:23). These are deeply counter-cultural practices, therefore, as we live in a 
society that is not much interested in denying self – society instead tells us to do whatever feels good, 
and that anyone who tells you differently is narrow-minded or regressive. Nevertheless, we still 
practice these ancient ways, for we believe that they help us grow closer to our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Still, I know that many of us struggle with these disciplines. They don’t come naturally; they are prac-
tices that we have to learn and grow in. I especially hear folks tell me that they struggle with read-
ing and understanding the Scriptures. And so I want to share with you this month a helpful teaching 
that I found from the great reformer Martin Luther. It comes from a letter that Luther wrote to his 
barber(!), Peter Beskendorf, who had asked for a simple way to pray.1 In this letter, Luther advised 
what he called “contemplation” of the Scriptures as a form of prayer – that we should, as a part of 
our prayers, recite to ourselves some part of Scripture, such as the Ten Commandments, or the teach-
ings of Jesus.2 As we do this, Luther writes, we should then follow four steps: instruction, praise, con-
fession and petition or supplication. 
 

Instruction: This is simply determining what the text is about – what the text calls us to believe or 
do. I always recommend using a good Study Bible with helpful notes, charts and maps. Also, the 
more we interact with texts, and the more we study them (especially in worship, Sunday School 
and Bible Study), the better we become at this. 

Praise: Next, we ask how this text leads us to praise and thank God. 
Confession: Then, we ask how this text leads us to repent, and to confess our sins. 
Petition/Supplication: Finally, we discern what this text leads us to ask for from God. 

 

Author and pastor Timothy Keller gives an example of how we can use this practice: 
 

For example, if we ponder the very beginning of the Lord’s Prayer – ”Our Father” – it could work 
like this: As instruction, it shows us that we cannot know God only on our own, but must do so in 
community with others. Jesus did not teach us to pray “my Father”, but “our Father”. We may go 
on to praise God for all the friends who have helped us in our spiritual journey and for being a 
God who creates community and bonds of love. We may go on to confess that we do not pray 
much with others and do not allow  our friends to hold us accountable on the consistency of our 
Christian walk. Finally, we may begin to pray for more close friends with whom we can share our 

1See Timothy Keller, Prayer:  Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God.  (New York:  Dutton, 2014), 89. 
2 Ibid., 90.   

Pastor’s Note 



walk of faith. These, of course, are only three out of many possible implications, applications, and 
reflections on the text.3 

 

What a fantastic idea – to wed together prayer and the study of the Scriptures. This method can 
help us stay away from self-centered “Me! Me! Me!” kinds of prayers by focusing us on the Word of 
God; it can also help us from reading the Scriptures as some kind of abstract practice, as it forces us 
to read the Word as something relevant to our lives today. Practicing this kind of contemplation, I 
believe could be of great help to us all as we seek to grow in our faith and in our relationship with 
the Lord. 
 

May the Lord guide us all as we practice the Lenten disciplines this month! To Him alone be the glory!  
 

In Christ’s Love,  
Joshua 

3Ibid., 91.  I am grateful to Keller for his discussion of Luther’s teachings here, without which I could not have written 
this newsletter article.   

Palm Sunday is March 29. Be sure to join us in worship as 
we sing our Hosannas to Jesus Christ! Blessed is He who 
comes in the Name of the Lord!  
 

Maundy Thursday is April 2. On this day, we remember 
Jesus giving of a new commandment (this is where the term 
Maundy comes from – from the Latin, mandatum, or 
commandment/mandate), and the institution of the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in the Upper Room. Be sure 
to join us in worship that evening at 7:00 pm in the 
sanctuary; we will have a simple tenebrae service and will 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper together. All are welcome!  
 

Good Friday is April 3. Service for this holy day will be 
determined at a later date. Watch Sunday bulletins for 
more information. 

 

Resurrection Sunday, the most joyful Sunday of the year, is April 5. Again, we have three 
opportunities for worship on this wonderful day! At 7am, we will be meeting on top of Sandusky 
Hill for our annual SonRise service. Following this, we will have our traditional 8:30am and 
10:45am worship services in the sanctuary. He is risen – He is risen 

As a way to practice our Lenten discipline together, we will be holding a 
12 Hour Prayer Vigil on Saturday, March 28 from 7am – 7pm. 
Everyone will be invited to sign up for a half-hour block of time (or 
perhaps more!) to spend in prayer in the chapel. Prayer materials will be 
provided for those who would like to use them. All are encouraged to 
participate! If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Long or the 
church office.  



This month, we continue in the Season of Lent. Lent is a 
period of 40 days (not including Sundays) in which 
Christians traditionally have worked to prepare 
themselves for Holy Week and Resurrection Sunday. 
Moses, Elijah and Jesus all observed a 40 days 
period of prayer and fasting (see Exodus 34, 1 Kings 
19, and Matthew 4 or Luke 4); over the years, the 
Church has called upon its people to do the same. Lent 
is therefore a more reflective, somber time. The 
liturgical color is purple – the color of royalty, yes, but also the color of penitence. The hymns 
and other songs we sing are often in a minor key, and are more reflective as we consider the 
work Jesus did on the cross.  
 

Presbyterians have not always observed Lent as much as other believers. It can, however, be a 
very helpful practice. There are several ways we can embrace this ancient discipline, the first 
being the intentional practice of the classic spiritual disciplines. Prayer is one – perhaps you 
could set aside time each day to fellowship with God, to confess your sins, and to thank Him for 

the work of Jesus in forgiveness. Fasting is another. Some 
believers deny themselves a certain meal each day, 
spending that time instead in prayer, or the money they 
would have spent on that meal on missions. As we deny 
ourselves food, we also recognize better how Jesus denied 
Himself to be our Savior. (Incidentally, this is how Mardi 
Gras – literally “Fat Tuesday” – came about. People 
feasted on the day before Lent began as a way to get all 
the rich foods out of their houses before the traditional fast 
began). Others instead fast from meat during Lent 
(explaining why all the restaurants now have special fish 
sandwiches for sale – fish is not always considered meat). 
Still others give up a certain food, like chocolate, or even 
fast from TV, movies, or social networking.  Still others, 
rather than taking something away during Lent, add 
something – perhaps an hour or two each week working in 
a food pantry, or a day each week visiting those in the 
nursing home.  
 

Whatever you choose to do this Lent, be sure it helps you 
think deeply about your own life, and also about the life of 
Jesus. Don’t let this 40-day period slip away without 
preparing your heart for Good Friday and Resurrection 
Sunday. Unless we are intentional about our spiritual 
growth, we will miss out on so many blessings. If you have 
any questions, or if you would like to process some Lenten 
ideas, feel free to contact Rev. Long, who would be happy 
to talk with you. May God bless you this Lenten Season!   

May 1 and 2 
HOPE OVER HEROIN 
 

A collaborative anti-rug 
campaign birthed in Hamilton, 

OH, will be held here in Harrison 
on May 1-2, sponsored by our 

local churches and agencies. First 
Presbyterian has already 

pledged support to this event, 
but WE NEED YOU! If you are 
interested in helping out as a 
volunteer, please contact the 

church office or a member of the 
Outreach Committee. Go to 

www.hopeoverheroin.com for 
more info. Watch Sunday 
bulletins for more details. 



SUNDAY, MARCH 1 is the 
FROGs ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF! 

 

If you would still like to enter a chili, it’s not too 
late.  We will take entries until 11:00am day of 
the competition. Join us for lunch and fellowship 
after the 10:45 service. We offer a mild and 
hot category, so bring your chili and see if it will 
win the “best chili bragging rights” this year. 
 

Invite your family and friends to join us too.  
They can enter a chili or just come to eat.  

Children in grades Kindergarten to 6 eat for $3, children under the age of 5 eat for free, and 
all others eat for $5. The meal includes chili, cornbread, dessert, and a beverage. 
 

Please come and support the FROGs in their big fund raiser of the year.  Thanks! 

ANOTHER 
SUCCESSFUL 

SAUERKRAUT 
LUNCHEON! 

The Women Association would like to give a big THANK YOU to everyone who donated 

pies and money along with everyone who donated their time setting up/cleaning up, serving 
food and working in the dining room for the Sauerkraut Luncheon. Because of your generosity, 
we made about $2,200, even with all the snow and ice! Thanks again for all your help. 

Facilities would like to thank 
everyone who has picked up a 
shovel or spread salt so far 
this winter to help keep our 
church walks and parking lot 
safe. We sincerely appreciate 
everyone's hard work to keep 
God's House open. May God 
Bless Everyone! 

Quote to Ponder…“God tolerates even our stammering, and pardons  

   our ignorance whenever something inadvertently escapes us – as, 

 indeed, without this mercy there would be no freedom to pray.”  

  - John Calvin 



There will be a HEALING SERVICE in the 
chapel after the 10:45 service on 
March 29.  All who wish to receive 
anointing, the laying on of hands 

and prayers for healing are welcome.   

If you have an article or event you would like 
featured in the APRIL EVANGEL, please 

submit them to Kristy by March 23. You can 
leave a note in her mailbox or email her at 

kkathman@harrisonpresbyterian.com 

2¢ A MEAL ~ SUNDAY, MARCH 8 
You can place your donations in the gold pots 

located at both entrances to the sanctuary. 
Thanks for your donation to feed the hungry. 

MATTHEW 25 MINISTRIES 
Matthew 25 will meet in the church parking lot 

at 9:00 am on Monday, March 23 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME begins  
Sunday, March 8.  Remember to “spring 
forward” one hour or you will be late for 

Worship and Sunday School! 

Our next monthly PRAYER MEETING is 
Saturday, MARCH 14 at 11am in the 
chapel. Please join us as we lift up our 
congregation, our leaders, our nation, 

and other needs in prayer! 

The Denominational Task Force (DTF) was 
formed by Session to study controversial 
decisions made by General Assembly (GA) 
and to guide the congregation in determining 
our future regarding the PCUSA. A Town Hall 
meeting with the congregation will follow the 
10:45am service on Sunday, March 8. This is 
the rescheduled meeting from February. Lunch 
will be provided. If you have questions 
before the meeting, please contact Joshua 
Long or Erwin Hein.  

UPCOMING YOUTH CONNECTION 
ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, March 1 - YC Meeting - 6-8 pm 
 

Sunday, March 15 - YC Meeting - 6-8 pm 
 

Sunday, March 22 - PYCME 2015 Event at 
Glendale Presbyterian Church,  4-8 pm 

 

Sunday April 5 - No YC Meeting 
Happy Easter! 

 
Youth Connection is a group of 7 - 12 grade 
teens who meet the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 
month from 6-8pm in the Youth Room.  Please 
watch bulletins, Facebook and text messages for 
the latest information about YC events.  

Quote to Ponder… 

  “Prayer is not a last resort;      

     it’s a first necessity.” 

 -Author Unknown 

THE MARCH MEETING of the WOMEN'S 
ASSOCIATION will take place at 11:00am 
on Thursday, March 5. Kole Jackson has 
agreed to play a few song for us on his 
guitar. Afterwards, we will have a 
demonstration of a service dog by Kelly 
Camm, leader of 4 Paws for Ability. Lunch 
will follow (bring your own sandwich) with 
dessert and drinks provided by our hostesses 
Janet Acra and JoJean Kleinfeld. The actual 
meeting will follow lunch. All ladies of the 
church are welcome! 



2      Janice Cook 
4   Tom Watts 
6      Dick Morris  
7      Chris Meyer 
8  Stephanie Loos, Judy Gibbs 
11  Barry Fury 
14  Jarid Willman, Matthew Roach 
15  Janet Coakley, Katie Reindl 
16  Jenny Byrd  

18     Bev Hughes 
19  Caroline & Adam Taphorn, Kate Kucera 
20  Karen Greschel, Nora Montgomery 
21  Emily Hursh 
24  Tim Corcoran 
26  Kaitlyn Hursh 
27  Bob Tabor, Amber McKnight, Kayla Wolfram 
28  Ivan Hughes 
31  Joey Menninger, Terry Wolf 

MARCH BIRTHDAY BAKERS: Janice Cook, Reta Crone, June Merten 

birthdays 

I want to personally thank the congregation for allowing me to take my two 
weeks of study leave this past month as I continue to pursue my Doctorate of 
Ministry. I had a fantastic time in Charlotte, where I got to meet my professors 
and the cohort of students I will be with for these three years. We had two 
weeks of classes together, which were a bit overwhelming – it’s a lot of 
information to process in such a short period of time! All in all, the experience 
was fantastic for me, and I’ve already learned a great deal which I know will 
be helpful for us all.  
 

Also, a huge THANK YOU to the Chapel Class for their kind and generous scholarship toward my 
studies. I greatly appreciate it  
 

I now move into working on my first project for the program. (More about that later after I’ve 
done some more work on it!) When that is completed and sent off to Gordon-Conwell for 
evaluation, I will then move back into the reading and writing for next year’s residency, again in 
February. If any of you would like to hear more about the program, about what I have been 
studying, or any other aspect of the D.Min. program, please do not hesitate to ask! Thanks!  



It’s time to order Easter Lilies! 
 

Please fill out the form below if you would like to purchase a lily for Easter to be placed in the 
sanctuary for a loved one to be remembered or honored.   
 
We must have your order (with money) into the church office no later than Sunday,  
March 29.  Each flower is $9.50* and you may take your flowers with you after the Easter 
service.  If paying by check, please address to “First Presbyterian Church”. 
 

# of flowers @ $9.50 ea.   Donation Amount       Total Amount Enclosed  

 

   ____________   $_____________            $_____________ 

 

NAME & PHONE #                        ______________                       

 

IN HONOR OF                        ____________________________    

 

IN MEMORY OF                                       ____________ 

 
* The church does not profit from the sale  
   of the flowers. 

Have you always wanted to learn 
more about the Bible?  Do you 
want to learn how better to read 
and understand the Scriptures?  
Come join the Pastor’s Bible Study!  
We meet every Monday at 7pm in 
the Conference Room.  This year, 
we’re studying 1-2 Kings. All are 
welcome!   

Quote to Ponder…“Ask, and it will be  

   given to you; seek, and you will find;  

     knock, and it will be opened to  

       you.” (Matthew 7:7, ESV) 

Can’t 
make it to 
Sunday 
service? 
Don’t 
forget we 
offer live-
streaming 

on our website - www. 
harrisonpresbyterian.com. We 
can also make a DVD copy of 
the 10:45 service for you. 
Give the office a call for more 
information. 



THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

For Health Needs 
Jo Jean Kleinfield 
Judy Rutherford 
Gene Steelman 
Georgia Dwelly 
Louanna Smith 
Bennie Pierson 
Hester Konkle 
Janet Coakley 
Russell Taylor 
Ellen Puckett 
Ginny Thiele 
Elaine Harris 
Nomi Taylor 
Jane Poland 
Earl Dwelly 
Pam Kraus 
Diane Arel 
Jean Vest 
Bill Bates 

Specific Prayer Needs 
Deb Menninger: for her son’s health; 

June Merten: for her brother’s health; 
Stephanie Trabel: for her aunt’s health; 

Virginia Steelman: for her brother’s health; 
Deana Doepker:  for her mother in-law’s health; 

Georgia & Earl Dwelly:  for their daughter’s health; 
Nancy Mendell: for her niece, Mary Ellen Watts’, health; 

Lana Bybee: for her niece & family - for the health of their new triplets; 
Taaron Meyers:  for a speedy recovery after tearing tendons after in a fall & 

for her cousin, Lauren Hill’s, health; 
Ted & Janet Coakley:  for their granddaughter’s, her sister’s & his brother’s health; 

Our Shut-Ins 
Pauline Zimmerman 
Nora Montgomery 
Theresa Johnson
  
Jeanette Rae 
Ginny Thiele 
Gloria Culley 
Don Kraus 

PRAYER CHAIN CALLS FOR 2015 - The Prayer Chain is a group of people who are committed to praying 
daily for those requesting prayer. This ministry is administered through our Board of Deacons. If you have a 
prayer request please contact Marcia Merse at 812-637-3702 (home) or 367-4301 (work) during the day 
or Phyllis Wolfram at 367-4578 during the evening. For two weeks, the people on the chain will pray daily 
for the person or situation requested. 


