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From the Pastor: For the Bible Tells Me So  
 

As Christians, we are people who are grounded in a book – The Bible. We follow a God who has re-
vealed Himself to us through His Word. As believers, we therefore read that book regularly – in fact, we 
cannot have a worship service without reading from it. We meditate upon that Word, study it, and com-
mit it to memory – and yet, the truth is, we sadly end up believing and following many things that are not 
in the book at all, or which are directly contradictory to what the book says!   
 

In his wonderful little article “7 Unbiblical Statements Christians Believe”, author Shane Pruitt discusses 

several of these statements which we believers often fall for.1 Included are these:  
 

1. God helps those who help themselves. No, this isn’t in the Bible – it’s actually from Benjamin Franklin, a 
man not particularly known for living a moral lifestyle. Moreover, this statement is actually anti-
Gospel! The Christian Gospel is all about how we cannot help ourselves – we are, in fact, dead in our 
sins. But God, who is rich in love and mercy, has come to us in Jesus Christ, and through His great 
work of redemption, has resurrected us – we are born again! Now, of course, God has given us gifts 
and talents, and we are called to use them for Him, but often our self-reliance and self-righteousness 
get in His way.  

2. God wants me to be happy. Well . . . it depends on what it is that makes us happy! Too often, we 
treat God like our personal cosmic bellhop – He’s up there to meet all our needs, and to grant our 
every wish. And too often we justify our selfish, sinful actions with this old chestnut – that God is per-
fectly fine with whatever makes us happy for the moment. The problem is that happiness is based on 
circumstances which change all the time. In reality, God is much more interested in our obedience, our 
faithfulness, and our love for Him and each other than He is in our happiness. God wants us to have 
joy in Him, even if that means we’re not particularly happy with our current circumstances.  

3. We are all God’s children. Well, yes and no. In one sense, we are all created by God, and we be-
long to Him. But in another sense, God’s children are the ones who belong relationally to Him – those 
who have repented of their sin, placed their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and who pos-
sess the Holy Spirit inside of them. Of course, we should not and must not use this distinction to dis-
criminate against people, as none of us can see into anyone else’s heart, but at the same time, we 
cannot pretend that faith in Jesus Christ does not make a difference in our lives. 

4. Cleanliness is next to godliness. Hey – I’m all for staying clean. Mess, dirt and clutter stress me out. But 
the truth is that we don’t find this statement anywhere in Scripture. And if we’re honest, it’s just a lit-
tle trite. It’s better to clean and take care of our bodies and our possessions because of our call to 
be good stewards, and not to pretend that simply taking a bath somehow makes us holy.  

5. God won’t give you more than you can handle. I’ve written about this before in a previous Evangel 
article, but to repeat – yes, He absolutely will! God absolutely does give us more than we can han-
dle in life, often for the very purpose of driving us to our knees in surrender to Him. That’s what faith 
is about – that our trials, our troubles, and often, even day-to-day living are more than we can han-
dle on our own, but is absolutely not more than Jesus can handle! If we pretend that is not the case, 
and keep mouthing this ridiculous platitude, we will grind down and oppress more people who are 
truly at the end of their rope, and who are feeling guilty about their inability to manage their lives. 
Let’s tell them the truth instead!   

1Pruitt, Shane.  “7 Unbiblical Statement Christians Believe”.  See http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/7-unbiblical-statements
-christians-believe.  Accessed 4/7/2015.  I am grateful to Mr. Pruitt for much of the content of this article.  

http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/7-unbiblical-statements-christians-believe
http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/7-unbiblical-statements-christians-believe


6. Bad things happen to good people. Like with several of the above statements, it all depends on how 
we define these terms. Because the truth is, none of us are good people, at least not according to 
God’s standards – which, let’s face it, are the only ones that matter! We often consider ourselves 
good people by comparison – hey, at least I’m not as bad as so-and-so. But the Bible says that “not 
one of us is righteous – no, not one!” (Romans 3:10). But even as unrighteous, sinful, bad people, we 
still have a good and righteous God who loves us, and who walks with us even in the bad things. 
Hallelujah! 

7. When you die, God gains another angel. I have to admit, this one presses my buttons. If you find me 
grinding my teeth when I hear this, please forgive me. But the truth is, humans are humans, and an-
gels are angels – and this remains so even through eternity. In fact, the Bible is clear: Jesus did not 
die for angels, not even for the angels who fell with Satan before creation. Instead, Jesus died for 
us human beings, the ones created in His image, the one for whom He became a human being. And 
when we die, we remain human – in fact, we are raised with a new resurrection body like the one 
He has after His resurrection. Will we be “angelic” in the sense of being wonderful and awesome 
then? Sure. But will we be angels? No.  

 

So, what’s the big deal, you ask? Well, truth matters. What we believe matters. And as you may have 
seen, often these un-Biblical statements obscure a deeper, greater truth that we need for our living. As 
Pruitt writes, “Instead of swallowing popular statements hook-line-and-sinker, may we be like the Bereans 
in the Book of Acts. When they heard Paul preach, they wanted to research the Scriptures themselves to 
authenticate what he was saying: ‘They received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures 
daily to see if these things were so.’ (Acts 17:10-11).”2 What a great example to follow! Let us, like the 
Bereans, search the Scriptures so that we do not fall for nice-sounding platitutdes, but instead live by 
God’s truth, which brings life! Hallelujah!  
 

To Him alone be the glory! 
 

In Christ’s Love, 

Joshua 

Quote to Ponder… “If you want to understand Christianity, do not 

     shut your Bible – open it, read it!”  -D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones   

2Ibid 

& tea Coffee or Tea with the Pastor! Do you have questions about the 
Bible? Questions about your faith? Questions about what’s going on 
at church? Or perhaps, do you just enjoy having coffee or tea with a 
good friend? Then come join your pastor for coffee, tea, and 
conversation each month at The Coffee Peddlar – 112 Harrison Ave. 
in downtown Harrison. This will be a casual, unscripted time in 
which you can ask me anything. Bring a friend, or come on your own 
– all are welcome! This month, we will meet from 2-4pm on 
Wednesday, May 13. (You can come and go at any time during 
those 2 hours.) I hope to see you there!  

 

The Church office 
will be closed 

Monday, May 25 
to observe 

Memorial Day.   



REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR 

Vacation Bible School  
MONDAY, JUNE 22 thru 

THURSDAY JUNE 25 
6:30 - 8:30 nightly 

 

Join this wonderful tradition for the children of our 
congregation and around the neighborhood. Amy Green is 
the contact person for anyone who wants to help with this 
evening event. Call her at 367-4661. Sign-ups and other 
details will be announced soon. 

The presbytery will meet 
on Tuesday, May 12 at 

Madeira-Silverwood 
Presbyterian Church 

at 5pm . 

YARD CLEAN-UP DAY 
We would greatly appreciate 
your help Saturday, May 16, 
9:00 am - ?  Please bring 
shovels, rakes, trimmers and 
hand tools as we will be 
trimming shrubs, thinning 
plants, pulling weeds and 
spreading mulch. 

Trinity Sunday is 
May 31 this year.  
On this day, we 

especially 
remember our one 

God in three 
persons – Father, 

Son and Holy 
Spirit. 

Pentecost Sunday, the third of our Christian 
high holy days, is Sunday, May 24. On this day, 
we celebrate the birthday of the Church, which 
came into being through the giving of the Holy 
Spirit to all who believe. 
The liturgical color 
for this festival day 
is red, so all are 
encouraged to 
wear something 
red to worship. 
 Hallelujah!  
The promised 
Comforter has 
                    come! 

Quote to Ponder… 
“Ignorance of the Scriptures 

    is ignorance of Christ” 

     - Jerome  



UPCOMING YOUTH 
EVENTS 

 

Sunday, May 3 
YC Meeting 6 - 8 pm 

 

Saturday, May 9 
CF Walk - meet at church 

by 8:30 am. See Jenny Byrd for more details.  
 

Sunday, May 17 - "Dead Serious About Life" 2 - 7 pm 
All 6th  thru 12th grade students and friends as well as 
parents of teens, are invited to the annual production 
of "Dead Serious About Life".  Please see a YC leader 
if interested in attending so we can purchase tickets 
in advance. 

The Annual West Side Great Strides Walk 
for Cystic Fibrosis will take place May 9 at 
Fernbank Park in Sayler Park. Come join 
Carter’s Crew in the 3K walk to help find 
a cure. Check-in starts at 9am with the 
walk beginning at 10am.  
 

If you would like to donate, please make 
checks payable to the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation. Checks can be given to 

Jenny Byrd or Deanna Jones (or mail to Jenny at 318 Weathervane Ln., Harrison, OH 45030.) THANK 
YOU and we hope to see you on May 9! 

FYI: We are in the process of working out 
some kinks with uploading past sermons to 
our website. If you want to watch Rev. Long 
live on Sundays, you can still do so via our 
webpage www.harrisonpresbyterian.com. 
Just click on the “live worship” button on the 
right side of the page. DVD copies of 
previous sermons can also be made, free of 
charge. Call the office for more details. 

SUNDAY, May 3, is our 
annual visit to Nast 

Trinity Church in 
Cincinnati. 

We expect to feed 250 of the hungry 
and homeless, using funds from 
your 2 Cents a Meal donations. Sign 
up sheets can be found in Faith Hall 

for servers and cupcake bakers. ~ Mission Committee 

 

If you have an article or event 
you would like featured in 

the JUNE Evangel, 
please submit them 
to Kristy by May 19. 

You can leave a note in her 
mailbox or email her at 

kathman@ 
harrisonpresbyterian.com 



MAY BIRTHDAY 

BAKERS: 

Christine Luca, 

Marilyn Rueger, 

Pat Scheer 

The Stuff sale results are in. Thanks 
to all your donations, the Women’s 
Association raised $2,609! Of that 
amount, the ladies have decided to 
donate $2,000 to Christian 
Education. A BIG THANK YOU to all 
workers, sorters, pricers, donors and 
set-up/break-down’ers!  

There will be a 
HEALING 

SERVICE in the 
chapel after the 
10:45 service on 
May 31. All who 
wish to receive 
anointing, the 
laying on of 
hands and 
prayers for 
healing are 
welcome.   

2¢ A MEAL 
SUNDAY,  
MAY 10 

You can place your 
donations in the 

gold pots located 
at both entrances 
to the sanctuary. 
Thanks for your 

donation 
to feed the hungry. 

MATTHEW 25 
MINISTRIES 

will NOT meet in 
May due to 

Memorial Day. 

1.  Ronald Fury, Glenn Baaten 
2.  Marilyn Singleton 
3.  Abby Roach 
4.   Russ Findlay, Fred Hellmann 
7.  Robert Moul, Rachel Rivera, 
 Charlotte Hulsman 
9.    Bill Snape 
10.  Megan Westrich-Kessler,  
 Dee Dee Street, 
 Emily, Barry & Julie Longhauser 
12.   T.J. Rivera, Jacob Wolfram 
13.   Dale Bates, Doris Emmert, Joan Loos  
14.   Jennifer Gibbs Embree, Martin Hockl 
15.   Joe Fette, Don Kraus 
16.   Hank Menninger 

17.   Jeanette Rae, Jake Rivera 
19.  Tara Doerzbacher  
22.  Karl Thiele, Rylee Fette, 
 Oscar Banks 
27.   Fred Burkey 
28.  Andrew Turchina, Mary Tabor 
29.   Cole Sebastian 
30.  Jace Fette, Pauline Zimmerman 

The Women’s Association Spring Trip 
will take place Thursday, May 7. The 
ladies are headed to Batesville, IN where 
they will eat lunch at Ertel Cellars 
Winery and visit the Bulk Foods 
Market. Meet at church at 10:30 am on 
May 7. Phone June - 367-4647 or Phyllis - 
367-4578 for more details. All ladies of 
the church are welcome. 



Have you ever felt like you were only spinning your 
wheels spiritually?  Have you ever wondered why the 
messages from worship, Sunday School, Bible Study 
and your own personal devotions never seem to get 
incorporated into your life?  Have you ever wondered 
why you never seem to be as patient, as kind, or as 
loving as you should be?  Then our upcoming summer 
study is for you!  Beginning in June, Rev. Long will be 
teaching a 6-8 week class on the classic Spiritual 
Disciplines.  Just as we must train our bodies before 
running a marathon, so must we train ourselves 
spiritually for running the race of faith – and 
classically, these practices have been the way we 
Christians have done that.  Included in our study will 
be the disciplines of prayer, fasting, Scripture study/
meditation/memorization, solitude and silence, 
confession, worship and the like.  Watch the bulletin 
and Evangel for more information.  All are welcome!  
(Note – your participation in these classes will help 
support your pastor in his Doctorate of Ministry work!  
Thank you!) 

F 

A 
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T 

H 

F 

U 

L 

F      V  E The Faithful Five!  As the Pastor’s Bible Study has now 
come to an end for the summer, I would like to thank five 
wonderfully faithful people who have attended nearly 
every single study (for 26 weeks!).  Thank you to Christine 
Luca, Jim Puckett, Shirley Quinn and Lou Rozmarynowski, 
who each only missed 1 week, and to Sherry Caito who had 
perfect attendance.  You guys are awesome!  Thank you for 
your faithfulness!   

Our next monthly 
PRAYER MEETING 
is Saturday, May 16, 

at 11am in the chapel. 
Please join us as we 

lift up our 
congregation, our 

leaders, our nation, 
and other needs in 

prayer! 

Quote to Ponder… 
“Men do not reject the Bible 

       because it 

contradicts itself,   but 

because it contradicts  

   them. 



Quote to Ponder… 
“The Bible is not meant 

  

 merely to inform, 

but    to 

transform.” 

The Prayer Chain is a group of people committed to praying daily for those requesting prayers. This 

ministry is administered through our Board of Deacons. If you have a prayer request, please contact Marcia 
Merse at 812-637-3702 (home) or 367-4301 (work) during the day or Phyllis Wolfram at 367-4578 during 
the evening. For two weeks, those on the chain will pray daily for the person or situation requested. 

For Health Needs 
Jo Jean Kleinfield 
Kathryn Pierson 
Gene Steelman 
Georgia Dwelly 
Louanna Smith 
Bennie Pierson 
Hester Konkle 
Janet Coakley 
Russell Taylor 
Ellen Puckett 
Elaine Harris 
Ginny Thiele 
Elaine Harris 
Nomi Taylor 
Jane Poland 
Earl Dwelly 
Pam Kraus 
Diane Arel 
Jean Vest 
Bill Bates 

Specific Prayer Needs 
Deb Menninger: for her son’s health; 

June Merten: for her brother’s health; 
Stephanie Trabel: for her aunt’s health; 

Jim & Ellen Puckett: for her sister’s health; 
Georgia & Earl Dwelly:  for their daughter’s health; 

Nancy Mendell: for her niece, Mary Ellen Watts’, health; 
Ted & Janet Coakley:  for their granddaughter’s, her sister’s 

        & his 
brother’s health; 

Thoughts and 
Prayers  for Our 

Church 
Family 

Our Shut-Ins 
Pauline Zimmerman 
Nora Montgomery 
Theresa Johnson 

Jeanette Rae 
Gloria Culley 
Ginny Thiele 
Don Kraus 

On behalf of our Sunday School teachers, the 
Christian Education committee thanks the 
Women's Association for their generous gift of 
$2,000. Your gift will be dedicated to provide 
Sunday School materials for our students. We all 
are very grateful for your support, and we look 
forward to confidently teaching the little 
children, school age children, and adults 
attending Sunday School. Thank you very much! 

A note from 
Jeanette Rae: 

 
Dear Ones, 

Thank you so 
much for making 

my Easter so special. 



From the FROGs: 
The Frogs are having a product drive for their service project this year. We are collecting items for 

Love Inc. and Reach Out Pregnancy Center.  Below is a list of items needed. Please put your 
donations in the appropriate box in Faith Hall.  We will collect offerings until May 24.   

  

  Love Inc                                                       
  

Antibiotic Ointment                         
Band Aids                                                     
Body Wash/Soap and Hand Soap 
Children’s Vitamins                                     
Cleaning Supplies                                        
Deodorant                                                     
Dish Soap / Laundry Soap 
Disposable Razors / Shaving Cream 
Feminine Hygiene Products 
Hairbrush/Comb 
Kleenex / Paper Towels / Toilet Paper 
Shampoo/Conditioner 
Toothbrush / Toothpaste / Dental Floss / Mouthwash 

Thank you for helping us with our 
service project and supporting 

those in need in our community.  

Reach Out Pregnancy Center 
 

Baby Themometer 
Baby Medicine (Tylenol, Advil, etc.) 
Diapers (newborn and sizes 5/6) 
Diaper Rash Medicine 
Diaper Wipes 
Oragjel Teething Ointment 
Pull Ups 
Summer Clothes (newborn - size 2T) 

Name of graduate: _____________________________________
  
Graduated from/date: _______________________________________________  

 
Future plans:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________  

Our church family graduates will be honored on May 31 during the 
10:45 service. Please let us know if you have someone who will 

be graduating from high school or a higher institution this 
school year.  Please fill out the information below 

and turn it into the church office by May 21. 
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