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ñChurch Etiquetteò 

A while ago, I found a delightful post online entitled ñChurch Etiquette.ò  Now, while the 
ñrulesò of what we should and shouldnôt do in different social situations change from time to time, 
still I think we can learn from how those who preceded us did things.  So, I have included it here 
for our mutual edification:   
 
               Church Etiquette 
1. COME!  Never miss church unless it is absolutely necessary.  George Washingtonôs pastor 
said of him, ñNo company ever kept him from church.ò 

2. COME EARLY.  Rushing into church at the last minute is not conducive to true worship. 
3. COME WITH YOUR WHOLE FAMILY.  ñThe church service is not a convention that a   
family should merely send a delegate.ò 

4. TAKE A PLACE TOWARD THE FRONT OF THE CHRUCH.  Leave the rear seats for those 
who may come late, and for backsliders, and mothers with children. 

5. BE DEVOUT.  The church is not a theater or place of amusement.  You come to worship God, 
not to whisper, lounge or sleep.  Godôs house deserves our very utmost reverence. 

6. HELP STRANGERS TO FIND AND FOLLOW THE SERVICE.  If they have no book, share 
yours with them.  Sing!  Join in the worship!  Donôt just sit! 

7. ALWAYS ï REMEMBER THAT STRANGERS ARE THE GUESTS OF THE CHURCH 
MEMBERS.  Treat them with the same courtesy as you would if they should visit in your 
home. 

8. GIVE A GOOD OFFERING TO GOD.  God loveth a cheerful giver.  Freely ye have received. 
9. NEVER RUSH FOR THE DOOR after the benediction as though the church were on fire.  
Speak and be spoken to.  Be congenial. 

10. NEVER STAY AWAY FROM CHURCH BECAUSE THE CHURCH IS NOT   
      PERFECT.  How lonesome you would feel in a perfect church! 
          -Author Unknown.1 
 
 I donôt know about you, but I found myself nodding along with this list as I was typing it ï   be-
cause essentially, this is a list of ways we can show our love for God and our love for each other ï 
the two great commandments!  When we are committed to come to worship, to come prepared, to 
come with our whole family, to give a good offering, and to worship devoutly, we are showing our 
love for God.  And when we pay attention to those around us in worship, when we engage with 
them and help them worship, leaving the ñbestò seats for those who may need them most, we 

1 
I tried to find a reference for this post, but was not able to do so.  Itôs a meme that has been well-shared 
all over the interwebs.   
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show love to others.  And above all, when we realize that weôre not all going to get this perfect 
all the time ï and yet, we will still come, worship, and serve others in the congregation, we show 
that our devotion is real and that it can weather bumps along the way.   
 
 This month, I hope we all will engage with this ñchurch etiquetteò in our worship time togeth-
er.  Was there a suggestion that challenged you in this list?  Pray about it and see what God has 
to say to you about it!  For my friends, our God deserves the best we have to offer!   
 

Hallelujah!  To Him alone be the glory! 
 
 

 
       In Christôs Love, 
 
         Joshua 



 Cᴕɭɫʍ & Teʆ Wiˁʑ ˁɯʍ Past˛ʞ 

 Come Ask your Pastor Anything! Do you have questions about 
the Bible or about some aspect of the Christian faith? Do you want 
to discuss something going on in the church or something from 
Sundayôs sermon? Come join us at Coffee and Tea with the Pastor 
on Wednesday, May 20 at the Coffee Peddlar in downtown       
Harrison (112 Market Street). We meet from 2-4pm (you are      
welcome for all of that time, or come and go for a portion of it!) 
Come join us for fellowship, good discussion, and delicious caffein-
ated beverages! All are welcome! 

 

ĖGod is not moved or impressed with our worship until 
our hearts are moved and impressed by Him.ė 

- Kelly Sparks 

Our May Memory Verse! 
 

This month, we are learning a verse from Paulôs letter to the Galatians:  ñIf we live by 
the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.ò  (Galatians 5:25, ESV) 

The Presbytery of the Midwest will hold 
its second meeting of the year on Friday, 
May 8 and Saturday, May 9 at Cornerstone 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in    
Brighton, MI. If you are interested in joining 
our presbytery delegates for this meeting, 
please be sure to contact the church office. 

Pentecost Sunday, 
the birthday of the 
Church, is Sunday, 
May 24. Come join us 
in worship as we cele-
brate the coming of the 
Holy Spirit upon all  
believers! Then join us 

for some tasty treats after worship!  
Hallelujah - the Comforter has come! 

 
Trinity Sunday is Sunday, May 31. Be sure to worship with us that Sunday 
as we give thanks for our one God in three persons, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit! 



Calling All Prayer Warriors! 
 

Join us each Wednesday at noon in the church library as we lift up our world, 
our church, and all our other joys and concerns in prayer.  All are welcome! 
See you here! 

Our Final Pastorôs Bible Study of the School Year! 
 

The Pastorôs Bible Study will go on hiatus for the summer this month. But join 
us on Monday, May 4 for a special study on How to Read and Study the Bible. 
All are welcome! We hope to see you there! 

The Conference Room Adult Sunday School Class will continue their 
study of the Psalms through the month of May. As the largest book in 
the Old Testament, the Psalms offers much to explore, and explore 
we will. We will look at their history, the different types of psalms, 
who wrote them and why. We are even jamming out to some of the 
psalms as we listen to various interpretations. Join us as we explore 
these topics while studying selected Psalms. Our class meets in the 
Conference Room at 9:30am each Sunday (we do not start class until 
the 8:30 Worship Service is completed). Contact Sean McCauley with 
any questions.  

Our sermon series on the 7 Deadly Sins continues 
throughout the month of May. Come join us in worship as 
we look at the following topics: 
 
  * 3 May:  ñThe Secret of Contentmentò   
    (Envy - Genesis 37:2-36; Philippians 4:10-13) 
  * 10 May (Motherôs Day):  ñAngry Enough to Dieò  (Wrath - Jonah 4:1-11;  
    Matthew 5:21-26) 
  * 17 May:  ñNever Be Lacking in Zealò  (Sloth - Haggai 1:1-15; Romans 12:9-20) 
  * 24 May (Pentecost Sunday):  Break from sermon series 
  * 31 May (Trinity Sunday):  ñBigger Barnsò (Greed - Matthew 6:19-34;  
    Luke 12:13-21). 
 Join us in June as we finish this series! 

 
The church office will be closed on Monday, May 25 for Memorial 
Day. 



 

Library News 
 

Now that Spring has sprung, itôs time to think about summer reading! Maybe even a ñbeach 
readò! There are a variety of books in the library which cover a multitude of topics. Come in 
and check it out. Also, we have a very active book club which meets once a quarter. The 
next meeting will be held July 21st. For any help picking that special book, contact Phyllis 
or Linda.  

 

ñMany a professing Christian is a stumbling-block because his 

worship is divided. On Sunday he worships God; on week days 

God has little or no place in his thoughts.ò 

- D. L. Moody 

 

Mark May 17th on your calendars! Once again we will be 
hosting a church picnic immediately after the 10:45 service. 
Join us for food, fun, and fellowship at the Big Sycamore   
Shelter at Miami Whitewater Park. This is the same location 
as last year. You can bring a dish to share, we will be supply-
ing the hamburgers and hotdogs. Donôt forget to invite your 
friends! More details to come as we get closer to the date.  
Sincerely, the Outreach Committee.  

May 7 is the National Day 
of Prayer.  Remember to 
take some time that day to 
lift up our nation, our      
leaders, and our men and 
women serving in uniform. 
Let us pray! 

May 10 is Motherôs 
Day.  Remember to give 
thanks to God for your 
Mom! And if she is still 
with us - give her a call! 



Our Spring Mission Project 
 

Lent is over but, the Missions Committee continues to challenge our congregation to 
support an exciting mission cause - Wycliffe Bible Translators. WBT is named for 
John Wycliffe, who is credited as the first person to translate the Bible into English, 
and is continuing in that work by striving to translate the Bible into every known   
spoken or signed language in the world. To that end, WBT is currently engaged in 
projects in 2,918 languages; they support 2,747 staff in 65 different countries. $35 
supports the translation of 1 verse of the Bible in a new language - therefore, in     
addition to committing to pray for WBTôs missionaries, translators and their work in 
general, we are also hoping to raise at least $2,500, which would cover translation of 
the Book of Joel (73 verses) in a new language. If we are able to raise $3,000, that 
would cover translation of the Book of Ruth (85 verses) or the Book of 2 Timothy (83 
verses). Will you prayerfully consider how you can support us in this worthy project?  
Thank you!  
 

Update:  We only have 15 verses to go to complete the Book of Ruth!  Keep up the 
good work! We will collect through Pentecost Sunday. 

Young Youth Group 
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EPC PER MEMBER ASKING (PMA)  
The EPC does not have a ñhead taxò or ñper-capita tax,ò since it does not believe that one court of the 
Church has the right to put a ñtaxò or obligation on another court. For example, a presbytery does not 
have the right to put a ñtaxò on a local congregation, Therefore, the Presbytery or General Assembly 
asks for funds through the use of ñPer Member Askingò (PMA), which is a contribution of the local  
congregation to fund the mission of the Church.   
 
For 2026, the PMA is $14.50 per member. If you wish to contribute separately to the PMA, please 
mark your envelope, check or online contribution as PMA.  
 
See a Session member or SPA committee member if you have questions. Thank you !  



Our free community meal, Bountiful Hearts, continues on the first Saturday of 
every month.  Our next meal will be on Saturday, May 2 from  
11am ð 1pm here at our church.   
 

We will need donations of dessert items, either homemade or from the 
bakery/grocery store. Please let Tamela Hinson or Christine Luca know if you 
would like to volunteer; we also need drivers. We greatly appreciate your   

      donations, both of time and financial contributions; they are what make this      
   meal possible. 

     BOUNTIFUL HEARTS COLLECTION IS  
May 10 

 

Please look for the gold pots at both entrances to the sanctuary to place your 
monthly donations. If you are not able to make it to a service, please feel free 
to mail your donation to the church. It goes to a good cause of helping feed the 
hungry. As always, thanks for your generous donations.  
   ~ The  Mission  Committee  

 

Healing Prayer is available upon request.  All who wish to receive 
anointing, the laying on of hands, and prayers for healing are        
welcome to call the church office.   

Four ways to watch our service: 
 

During the service live-stream our 10:45 service each  
Sunday on our church website (harrisonpresbyterian.com) using the link. 
 

After the service is over: 

¶ Send an email to video@harrisonpresbyterian.com to receive a link to the full         
service.  

¶ Watch the sermon on our YouTube channel- ñFirst Presbyterian Church of             
Harrison, OH.  

¶ Call the Office to have a DVD prepared for you. 

ñThe more a man bows his knee before God, the straighter he stands 
before men.ò  - Author Unknown 



 

Looking Ahead to...  
  

 
§ Pray for our Catechism Class! In June, we will 
begin a new catechism class with a group of our 
young people. This is the time when they learn their 
faith and become responsible for what they believe 
as adults - and if all goes well, they will become 
members of our church! Please lift up both our 
students and those who will be leading this class! 

§ The 7 Deadly Sins Series Continues! Join us in worship this June as we finish our 
series on these capital vices! 

   * 7 June:  ñCucumbers, Melons, and Leeksò (Gluttony - Numbers 11:4-23,          
  31-34; John 6:32-59) 
   * 14 June: ñSolomon Clung to Theseò (Lust - 1 Kings 11:1-8; Matthew 5:27-30) 
       Note:  This sermon may not be suitable for small children. Parents are      
     encouraged to consider taking advantage of childrenôs worship downstairs. 
§ Pray for our denominationôs General Assembly! From June 16-18, the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church (EPC) will be holding its annual General Assembly at Cherry 
Creek Presbyterian Church in Englewood, CO. Our congregation is entitled to send 
two ruling elders along with our pastor, Joshua. Please keep our representatives in 
prayer along with all the other folks who will be meeting - that they would have 
wisdom, and that the work of our denominationôs churches, pastors, and elders would 
be blessed! 

§ Calling all readers! In June, we will be having the first of two summer book studies. 
This month, we will be reading Steps by John Ortberg. Hereôs an excerpt from the 
back cover: 

    In this deeply heartfelt book, author John Ortberg offers a guide for       
  transformation when we know something needs to change but we canôt do it    
 on our own. Rooted in the teachings of Jesus and using the framework of the    
 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous as a guide, Ortberg offers all of us a      
 freeing road map for living authentically, joyfully, and in connection with God    
 and others.  
    Books will be available for fee in Faith Hall - pick one up and start reading! Then join  
   Us on Monday, June 29th at 7pm in the Conference Room for a relaxed,             
informative discussion of the book! See you there! 
§ See the Vacation Bible School announcement and the Sunday School 
Recognition Announcement which occurs on June 21st are in this Evangel. 



MAY FELLOWSHIP TABLE 
 

3  Marcia Merse (In honor of    
 George Merse) 

10  Nancy Platt 
17  Open 
24  Open 
31 Debbie McCane 

4    Fred Hellmann 
5  Mary Kirschner 
7    Bob Moul 
9    Bill Snape Sr. 
10  Megan Westrich  
11  Tamela Hinson   
13   Joan Loos 
16   Hank Menninger 
17     Holly Fohl 
22   Karl Thiele 
25     Pam Mains 
28  Mary Tabor 
30     Josephine Landfried 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday  
Bulletin Deadlines: Wednesdays, 
10:00 a.m.  
June Evangel Deadline:  
May 18 by 12 Noon  
Send all bulletin and Evangel items to Judy at                                        
office@harrisonpresbyterian.com, call the office 
(367-4301) or drop by the office. 
Please remember that Fridays are the pastorõs 
Sabbath day.  He is available for emergencies 
only on that day.  Thank you.   

 

Notice: Our May Love Thy Neighbor mission is for Reach Out  
Pregnancy Center. They are in need of:  diapers size 3,4,5 & 6;        
scent-free wipes; Enfamil formula and Enfamil Nutramigen formula; 
summer clothes, sizes 12mo. & 18mo.; and bottle brushes. Thank you 
for your continued generosity in helping the needy in our community.   

Sunday School Recognition 
 

Join us at the 10:45 worship service on June 21st as we celebrate 
our children moving up to their new Sunday School classes. 
Please pray for our students and teachers during this transition 
time as they continue ñto grow in wisdom and stature and in favor 
with God and man.ò  (Luke 2:52)  



PRAYER CHAIN CALLS: The Prayer Chain is a group of people who are committed to 
praying daily for those requesting prayer. This ministry is administered through our Board of 
Deacons. If you have a prayer request, please contact Mindy Sindiong (513) 235-3778 during the 
day or Phyllis Wolfram 367-4578 during the evening. For two weeks, the people on the chain will 
pray daily for the person or situation requested. 
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Womenôs Association 
 

The Rummage Sale made $6,000!   
Thanks to all who gave their time, efforts and stuff to make this a success. 

 

Next meeting is Thursday, September 3rd. 
 

Next sale week of September 27th thru October 3rd. 
 

         Have a great summer! 

Vacation Bible School 
 

VBS is Back!  Our theme this year is ñA Mighty Fortress is Our Godò.  This program will run on 
5 nonconsecutive Sundays from 3-5pm.  
¶ 7 June:  ñGod protects us when we are afraidò 
¶ 14 June:  ñGod is our strengthò 
¶ 12 July:  ñGod is our strong towerò 
¶ 26 July:  ñWe can trust God to fight our battles when we worship Himò 
¶ 9 August:  ñArmor up! God is our defenderò 
 

We need:  Volunteers of all ages! 
       Craft donations of:  empty toilet paper rolls 
            Empty paper towel rolls 
            Cereal boxes 
            Tissue boxesð small & large 
And yes, bring a friend!  
 

If you have any question, please see Becky Hayes-Heckman or Mary Craft. 
There will be more information to follow so keep an eye on this space! 
 

 




