Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ,

he is a new
creation:

the old has
gone, the
new has
come

z Corlnthlans 5: 17
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“Being Ready”

“Being ready is not a feeling; it’s a choice.” That was the sentence that made my ears perk up as I lis-
tened to a discussion on the radio while driving somewhere. It made me pay attention because it’s so
counter to how we normally think. I mean, how often have you heard something like the following:

¢ “Ijustdon’t feel ready to forgive her yet.”
¢ “I know I should give up this bad habit, but I don’t know if I’m ready to do that.”
¢ “I probably should get more involved, but I just don’t feel up to it.”

Now, don’t get me wrong — there are times and seasons in our lives. A new mom has to devote a huge
portion of her time to taking care of her baby, and therefore doesn’t have a lot of extra time to get in-
volved or to work on her habits. Similarly, someone who just lost a loved one may be in a period of pro-
found grief and therefore not able to “be ready” for something new during that season.

And yet, at the same time, I think that teaching is still true — being ready is not a feeling, it’s a choice. Too
often, we can use our feelings as an excuse to delay obedience to God. We know we are called to forgive
someone who has wronged us, but we don’t want to — we want to stay angry longer. And so we say
something like, I know I should do this, but I just don’t feel ready. Or, we know God is tapping us to
some greater level of service — like serving on a committee, or going to visit someone regularly in a nurs-
ing home, or agreeing to pick someone up for church each week — but we don’t want to be “on the hook,”
and so we say, well, maybe I’ll do that some day, but I don’t really feel ready for that right now.

And that may be the way our thoughts and feelings go at that moment, but that doesn’t mean that we have
to give in to them. I’'m reminded of Martin Luther’s witty comment on the nature of our thoughts, feel-
ings, and specifically, our temptations: “You cannot keep birds from flying over your head, but you can
keep them from building a nest in your hair.” How true! We may not feel ready to do something, but that
feeling doesn’t necessarily have to determine whether or not we do it. We don’t have to let that “bird”
build its nest in our hair! We can shoo it away! We can, as the Apostle Paul writes to the Corinthians,
“take our thoughts — and our feelings and our temptations — captive!” (2 Corinthians 10:15, adapted).

In other words, we can choose to be ready to obey whatever the Lord calls us to do. We can choose to
trust Him. We can choose to submit to Him. When we sense Him nudging us to show kindness to some-
one, or to invite someone to come to worship with us, or to take a greater leadership role in some group, |
guarantee you — we won’t always feel ready to do these things. Nevertheless, we don’t have to serve those
feelings — we can make them serve us. We can choose, by an act of will, to do what we know is right even
when we don’t feel it.




So, what is God calling you to do this month? Whatever it is, make up your mind that you will follow Him and
obey Him. I promise you — with obedience comes blessing! Let’s choose to be ready to go wherever He leads us,
and let us praise Him!

Hallelujah! To Him alone be the glory!
In Christ’s Love,
Joshua
Welcome Jennifer!

As of June 1st, a new Administrative Assistant
will be joining us. Jennifer Moore comes to us © andy Glasbergen  glasbargen.com

with previous experience as the church secretary
for the Evangelical United Church of Christ in
Portsmouth, Ohio, as well as years of serving
communities through libraries in both Scioto and
Hamilton counties. She is a resident of Bright, In-
diana where she lives with her husband Nate and
spends her free time enjoying nature, films, read-
ing and painting. She is excited to begin her du-
ties and looks forward to meeting the members of

the congregation.

“Which weather app are you using? Mine is forecasting a
plague of locusts and scattered showers of fire and brimstone.”

Online Giving is available for First
Presbyterian Church. The account is on our
website:

harrisonpresbyterian.com at the

GIVE NOW button. This is the new QR
Code.




Coffee & Tea Witiv tie Pastor

Come Ask your Pastor Anything! Do you have questions about
Coffee the Bible or about some aspect of the Christian faith? Do you want
& to discuss something going on in the church or something from
Tea Sunday’s sermon? Come join us at Coffee and Tea with the Pastor

on Wednesday, June 10 at the Coffee Peddlar in downtown

QU @ Harrison (112 Market Street). We meet from 2-4pm (you are
v welcome for all of that time, or come and go for a portion of it!)
Come join us for fellowship, good discussion, and delicious caffein-
ated beverages! All are welcome!

Our June Memory Verse!

This month, we are learning a powerful verse from the Psalms: “But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and
gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.” (Psalm 86:15, ESV

Pray for our Catechism Class! In June, we will
begin a new catechism class with a group of our
young people. This is the time when they learn
their faith and become responsible for what they
believe as adults — and if all goes well, they will
become members of our church! Please lift up
both our students and those who will be leading
this class!
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% “A man is not far from the gates of heaven when he is

@ fully submissive to the Lord’s will.” -C. H. Spurgeon
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“Obedience to God is always for our good Wleatever o cdo.

-

. » ;;».—}x, DO IT ALL FOR THE f{-@;
and His glory.” -Author Unknown Glosey of Gocd

1 CORINTHIANS 10:31
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BE A = Calling All Prayer Warriors!

\ oin us each Wednesday at noon in the church 11brary as we lift up our world,

L N
WIA\/%RIOR. N \our church, and all our other joys and concerns in prayer. All are welcome!
4 See you here'

Our sermon series on the 7 Deadly Sins continues
Come join us in worship as we look at the following e Ve 1t g

topics: Deadlv 81]15

¢ 7 June: “Cucumbers, Melons, and Leeks” (Gluttony —
Numbers 11:4- 23, 31-34; John 6:32-59)

¢ 14 June: “Solomon Clung to These” (Lust — 1 Kings 11:1-8; Matthew 5:27-30)
Note: This sermon may not be suitable for small children. Parents are encouraged
to consider taking advantage of children’s worship downstairs.

The Conference Room Adult Sunday School Class will continue their
study of the Psalms through the month of June. As the largest book in
the Old Testament, the Psalms offers much to explore, and explore
we will. We will look at their history, the different types of psalms,
who wrote them and why. We are even jamming out to some of the
psalms as we listen to various interpretations. Join us as we explore

3 these topics while studying selected Psalms. Our class meets in the

>% / Conference Room at 9:30am each Sunday (we do not start class until

E 1t ent the 8:30 Worship Service is completed). Contact Sean McCauley with
any questions.




Father’s Day is Sunday, June 21.

Come join us in worship as we give
thanks for our fathers, as we lift up the
fathers of our church in prayer, and as we
especially give thanks to our Heavenly
Father for His grace and love!

FATHER'S

“I was not born to be free. I was born to adore
and to obey.” -C.S. Lewis

\\\\\//4 Library News

/ Now that Spring has sprung, it’s time to think about summer reading! Maybe even a “beach
——~ read”! There are a variety of books in the library which cover a multitude of topics. Come in
CHURCH LIBRARY and check it out. Also, we have a very active book club which meets once a quarter. The
cet/ss  next meeting will be held July 21st. For any help picking that special book, contact Phyllis

or Linda.

)

Inquirer’s Class
A new Inquirer’s Class is starting! If you are interested learning more about church
= membership, this is the class for you. The class is designed to help people explore
- their faith, learn about Harrison First Presbyterian as well as the EPC denomination,
discover their Spiritual Gifts, and learn next steps in becoming church members. These
are all Monday evening dates and go from 7 pm to 8:30 pm. We will meet in the
church library. The dates for the class are June 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th.

If you have questions or are interested in attending, please let Sean McCauley know
through email (seanm647@gmail.com) or text (513-702-4345).
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Our Spring Mission Project ‘W - -

BibleTirarnslators

@eeeee®

Our Lenten Mission project was supporting Wycliffe Bible Translators. The Missions
@® Committee is pleased to announce that enough money was raised to translate the
@ entire book of Ruth into a new language! We appreciate all the support in helping
@ spread His Word to the world!

®
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Calling all readers! In June, we will be having the first of two summer book studies. This month, we will
be reading Steps by John Ortberg. Here’s an excerpt from the back cover:

@eeeeeeeee®

In this deeply heartfelt book, author John Ortberg offers a guide for transformation when we know
something needs to change but we can’t do it on our own. Rooted in the teachings of Jesus and using
the framework of the 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous as a guide, Ortberg offers all of us a freecing
road map for living authentically, joyfully, and in connection with God and others.

Books will be available for free in Faith Hall — pick one up and start reading!
Then join us on Monday, June 29 at 7pm in the Conference Room for a relaxed,
informative discussion of the book! See you there!

EPC PER MEMBER ASKING (PMA)

The EPC does not have a “head tax” or “per-capita tax,” since it does not believe that one court of the
Church has the right to put a “tax” or obligation on another court. For example, a presbytery does not
have the right to put a “tax” on a local congregation, Therefore, the Presbytery or General Assembly
asks for funds through the use of “Per Member Asking” (PMA), which is a contribution of the local
congregation to fund the mission of the Church.

For 2026, the PMA is $14.50 per member. If you wish to contribute separately to the PMA, please
mark your envelope, check or online contribution as PMA.

See a Session member or SPA committee member if you have questions. Thank you !

3tepc



BOUNTIFUL HEARTS COLLECTION IS
June 14

Please look for the gold pots at both entrances to the sanctuary to place your
monthly donations. If you are not able to make it to a service, please feel free
to mail your donation to the church. It goes to a good cause of helping feed the
hungry. As always, thanks for your generous donations.

~ The Mission Committee

Four ways to watch our service:

During the service live-stream our 10:45 service each
Sunday on our church website (harrisonpresbyterian.com) using the link.

After the service is over:

e Send an email to video@harrisonpresbyterian.com to receive a link to the full
service.

e Watch the sermon on our YouTube channel- “First Presbyterian Church of
~\ Harrison, OH.

e (all the Office to have a DVD prepared for you.

Healing Prayer is available upon request. All who wish to receive
anointing, the laying on of hands, and prayers for healing are (0D Heals,
welcome to call the church office. -

r:-: oEN

Our free community meal, Bountiful Hearts, continues on the first Saturday of
every month. Our next meal will be on Saturday, June 6 from
1Tam — 1pm here at our church.

We will need donations of dessert items, either homemade or from the
Mea]Mjnjstr_y bakery/grocery store. Please let Tamela Hinson or Christine Luca know if you
would like to volunteer; we also need drivers. We greatly appreciate your
donations, both of time and financial contributions; they are what make this
meal possible.

WMMWE

“You may as well quit reading and hearing the Word of God, and give it to
the devil, if you do not desire to live according to it.” -Martin Luther



Looking Ahead to...

+ A special Bountiful Hearts! Our Bountiful Hearts
meal for the month of July is on a special day — July
4! Many of our normal helpers will not be available
for our special carry-out only meal. If you are able to
help out, please contact Tamela Hinson. Thank you!

+ Join us for our July Book Study! This July, we will be studying Kyle Idleman’s Every
Thought Captive: Calm the Mental Chaos that Keeps You Stuck, Drains Your Hope,
and Holds You Back. Here’s an excerpt from the book jacket:

What you think creates your attitudes, governs your emotions, determines your
behavior, shapes your relationships, and ultimately defines your life. But armed with
wisdom from God’s Word and the latest information about brain health, you can
take control over your thoughts and embrace a full and flourishing life.

Books will be available to pick up for free in Faith Hall in late June. Then join us on
Monday, July 27 at 7pm in the Conference Room for a relaxed, informative discussion.
All are welcome!




Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Monday - Thursday

Bulletin Deadlines: Wednesdays,
10:00 a.m.

July-August Evangel Deadline:
June 15 by 12 Noon

Send all bulletin and Evangel items to Jennifer at
office@harrisonpresbyterian.com, call the office
(367-4301) or drop by the office.

Please remember that Fridays are the pastor’s
Sabbath day. He is available for emergencies
only on that day. Thank you.

6. Carol Johnson
7. Nancy Mendell
11. Jim Puckett

16. Sis Wilson, Arlene Anderson,

Sarah Scherzinger JUNE FELLOWSHIP TABLE
20 Phyllis Pridemore
23. Debbie Menninger, John Craft
24, Isaac Willman 7 OPen .
25. Arlene Brackett 14 Mindy Sindiong
26.  Alex Ferry 21 Open
28 Karen Watts 28 Open

LOVE THY Our June Love Thy Neighbor collection is for Whitewater Cross-
ing. They are asking for 125 boxes of cereal for the children in the
N E I G H BO R Miamitown area.

In July, we will be collecting school supplies for the children of
Harrison Elementary. All specific needs will be supplied at a later

Sunday School Recognition

Join us at the 10:45 worship service on June 21st as we celebrate
our children moving up to their new Sunday School classes.
Please pray for our students and teachers during this transition
time as they continue “to grow in wisdom and stature and in favor
with God and man.” (Luke 2:52)

g

SCHOOL

SUNDAY




Senior Saints
Vivian Talley Shirley Quinn Fran Myers Joy Riegel Marian Bran-

Prayers For Qur Church Ongoing Health
Our Missionaries: Warmuths, Garrigans & Joneses Needs
Marian Brandenburg: in hospice care Louanna Smith
Teresa Gregg: recovering from cancer surgery at home JoJean Kleinfeld
Pam Biddle: recovering from liver transplant Arlene Anderson
Jeff Sindiong: A-fib Pam Mains
Judie Hein: compression fracture in L1 vertebra Anne Troy
Joshua Long: Recovering from an outpatient procedure Pam Biddle

Ron Beathard
Prayers For Others

Deb Menninger: for Joey and & Hank’s health

Mary Ann Pickens: for her mental health and for brother, Paul’s health

For our loved ones with cancer: Kelly Sebastian, Linda Schmidt, Rob Parsons, June Tucker,
Carol Scott, Cynthia Wagner, Judy Heflin and Beth Ann Willis

Sarah: Miscarriage (Ladeana Summey)

Tina Utz: Double Vision (Reta Crone)

PRAYER CHAIN CALLS: The Prayer Chain is a group of people who are committed to

‘ praying daily for those requesting prayer. This ministry is administered through our Board of

‘ Deacons. If you have a prayer request, please contact Mindy Sindiong (513) 235-3778 during the
LJ 4 day or Phyllis Wolfram 367-4578 during the evening. For two weeks, the people on the chain will
(dhl@lﬂ]n] pray daily for the person or situation requested.
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Vacation Bible School

VBS is Back! Our theme this year is “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”. This program will run on
5 nonconsecutive Sundays from 3-5pm.

e 7 June: “God protects us when we are afraid”

14 June: “God is our strength”

12 July: “God is our strong tower”

26 July: “We can trust God to fight our battles when we worship Him”

9 August: “Armor up! God is our defender”

We need: Volunteers of all ages!
Craft donations of: empty toilet paper rolls
Empty paper towel rolls
Cereal boxes
Tissue boxes— small & large
And yes, bring a friend!

If you have any question, please see Becky Hayes-Heckman or Mary Craft.
There will be more information to follow so keep an eye on this space!




Free Printable Bible Word Search Game
Books of the New Testament

Here's a great puzzie for anyone who's trying to leam the books of the New Testament. Find
the capitaiized words from the word list In the Bible word search grid. Words may appear In

any direction. Here's a twist: Can you also find the name af the man who wrote much of the

New Testamant?
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MATTHEW GALATIANS PHILEMON

MARK EPHESIANS HEBREWS

LUKE PHILIPPIANS JAMES

JOHN COLOSSIANS (1AND |l) PETER

ACTS (1 and Il) THESSALONIANS (I, ILAND 1) LETTER OFJOHN
ROMANS (tand 1) TIMOTHY JUDE

(land II) CORINTHIANS TITuS




First Presbyterian Church
115 S. Vine St.
Harrison, OH 45030
Pastor: Dr. Joshua Long

Church Phone number: 367-4301

Church email: office@harrisonpresbyterian.com
Pastor email: jlong@harrisonpresbyterian.com
Website: www.harrisonpresbyterian.com

OUR CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT

First Presbyterian Church of Harrison, Ohio
is growing in faith by building stronger
relationships with God and community
through prayer and worship. The
reading and understanding X
of God’s Word strengthens ,

our commitment to mrgo\\.

the Good News of

our sommEuoN e]
that all may

experience

God's grace.




