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“More Than Watchmen Wait for the Morning

I don’t know about you, but I don’t like to wait. And I’m willing to go out on a limb
and say that you don’t care for it, either. I mean, seriously — who ever says, “Oh goody
—we get to wait in line?” Or if you’re talking with a friend and they say, “I had to sit in
the waiting room for an hour, waiting to see the doctor,” what’s your reaction? It’s
probably not, “Oh, you’re so lucky!” ' Nobody likes to wait. Nobody likes long lines at
the check-out counter. Nobody likes delays in traffic. Nobody likes slow wi-fi. In fact,
we so dislike waiting that sometimes people will pay extra and go through extra screen-
ing just to be able to skip the lines at the airport. We are not a patient people, it seems.

And yet, waiting is Biblical. The more you read Scripture, the more you see God’s
people having to wait. Abraham and Sarah waited twenty-five years to receive the child
God promised them. The Children of Israel waited forty years in the Wilderness before
they could enter the Promised Land. God’s people waited centuries for their Messiah to
be born, and we are still waiting for Him to return. It seems that if we are going to live
as the people of God, we have to get used to waiting on Him. He does not do things in a
hurry; He does not do things on our timetable. And I believe that it’s in those times of
waiting that we learn to trust in Him and to hope in Him.

We see this laid out for us in Psalm 130 — one of my favorite psalms. The author be-
gins in a place of trouble over some sin in his life; he cries to the Lord “out of the
depths” (Psalm 130:1, ESV). Ithink we have all been there, in the depths of trouble,
sometimes trouble of our own making! In that place, the author says, “Let Your ears be
attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy” (Psalm 130:2, ESV). But then, after
calling upon God to hear him, he then has to wait for God’s answer — and he tells us “I
wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His Word I hope: my soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning” (Psalm
130:5-6, ESV, emphasis added). So, the author began in the depths, but after praying,
he then waits on the Lord in hope — for He knows what we have been told in Scripture.
He knows the God he prays to will hear him and answer, just as night watchmen know
that the morning will soon come. He knows that with the Lord, there is forgiveness
(Psalm 130:4). And so, he prays and he waits — expectantly, hopefully, and in trust.
That’s how, as God’s people, we are called to wait on Him.

Mark Vroegop, Waiting Isn’t a Waste. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2024), 10.



And so, it’s important to learn to wait this way. Author and Pastor Mark Vroegop has writ-
ten that “Waltmg on the Lord is living on what I know to be true about God when I don’t
know what’s true about my life.” > We don’t always know what is coming next. We don’t
know what the results of the medical tests will be or if we will get the promotion. We don’t
know what the weather will be like or if the candidates we like will be elected. There’s so
much we don’t know — but we do know who our God is. We do know who He has promised
to be for us. We do know that with Him, there is forgiveness. We do know that He is stead-
fast in His love and that His mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3:22-23). And so,
as we wait, we can wait in hope. We can wait in assurance. We can wait in trust. And that
makes all the difference in the world.

What are you waiting on in your life? Are you waiting for an answer to your questions?
Are you waiting for guidance in a decision? Are you waiting with the rest of the Church for
Jesus to return? The good news for all of us who are waiting is that in those times, we can
still have joy in the Lord. For He promises us that “they who wait for the LORD shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint” (Isaiah 40:31, ESV). So, as we wait, let us wait confidently in
the Lord, and let us hope in Him!

Hallelujah! To Him alone be the glory!

In Christ’s Love,
Joshua

Coffee & Tea Wit the Pastor

Come Ask your Pastor Anything! Do you have questions about the
Bible or about some aspect of the Christian faith? Do you want to discuss
CO ee something going on in the church or something from Sunday’s sermon?

Come join us at Coffee and Tea with the Pastor on Wednesday, July 22 at
the Coffee Peddlar in downtown Harrison (112 Harrison Avenue). We

meet from 2pm — 4pm -- you are welcome for all of that time, or can come
( and go for a portion of it. Come join us for fellowship, good discussion,
and delicious caffeinated beverages! All are welcome! (Note: Our

August Coffee and Tea with the Pastor will be overseen by Elder Jeff
Anders on Wednesday, August 19!)

Online Giving is available for First
Online Presbyterian Church. The account is on our

‘ ‘ GI\U.'{ website: harrisonpresbyterian.com at the
N GIVE NOW button. This is the new QR Code.




Our July Memory Versel!
“For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and
self-control” (2 Timothy 1:7, ESV).

Calling All Prayer Warriors!

\ Join us each Wednesday at noon in the church library as we lift up our
.+ world, our church, and all our other joys and concerns in prayer. All are

\\\\\//// Library News

) // Need a book for Summer vacation? Maybe even a “beach read”! There are a variety of

—X. books in the library which cover a multitude of topics. Come in and check it out. Also,

CHURCH LIBRARY We have a very active book club which meets once a quarter. The next meeting will be
2y/s,  held July 21st. For any help picking that special book, contact Phyllis or Linda.

100th
Birthday Celebration

Come celebrate with
Frances Myers
and family on her
100th birthday. There will be an open house at
503 Kater Avenue, Harrison, Ohio 45030
from 2:00-4:00 on Wednesday, July 8th.
Visit with Fran, enjoy cake and ice cream and enjoy looking
at photos of Fran’s past and present.
If unable to attend,
please consider sending a card
to celebrate this momentous occasion.

No gifts, please.




Our August Memory Verse!
“Let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger;
for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of
God.” (James 1:19b-20, ESV).

Pray for our Catechism Class! Our
catechism class for our young inquirers
continues through the month of July.
This is the time when our students learn their
faith and become responsible for what they
believe as adults — and if all goes well, they

" ‘@9\,;’ < will become members of our church! Please lift up both
= e our students and those who will be leading this class!
Catechisimn

Join us for our July Book Study! This July, we will be studying Kyle
Idleman’s Every Thought Captive: Calm the Mental Chaos that
Keeps You Stuck, Drains Your Hope, and Holds You Back. Here’s
an excerpt from the book jacket:

“What you think creates your attitudes, governs your emotions,
determines your behavior, shapes your relationships, and ultimately
defines your life. But armed with wisdom from God’s Word and the
latest information about brain health, you can take control over your
thoughts and embrace a full and flourishing life.”

CALM THE MENTAL CHAOS
THAT KEEPS YU STUCK,
DRAINS YOUR HOPE,

AND HOLDS YOU BACK

Join us on Monday, July 27 at 7pm in the Conference Room for a
relaxed, informative discussion. All are welcome! Free copies of
the book will be available to pick up in the Faith Hall soon.

“Faith is extending an empty hand to God to (
- - - » //-
receive His gift of grace. Xé A »
-AW. Pink ! ‘/ X




BOUNTIFUL HEARTS COLLECTION

Please look for the gold pots at both entrances to the sanctuary on the 2nd
Sunday of each month to place your monthly donations. If you are not able to
make it to a service, please feel free to mail your donation to the church. It
goes to a good cause of helping feed the hungry. As always, thanks for your
generous donations.

~ The Mission Committee

Four ways to watch our service:

Church During the service live-stream our 10:45 service each
Sunday on our church website (harrisonpresbyterian.com) using the link.

secretary After the service is over:

Send an email to video@harrisonpresbyterian.com to receive a link to the full
service.

Watch the sermon on our YouTube channel- “First Presbyterian Church of
Harrison, OH.

Call the Office to have a DVD prepared for you.

Healing Prayer is available upon request. All who wish to receive
anointing, the laying on of hands, and prayers for healing are welcome
to call the church office.

BOUNTIFUL Due to the Independence Day holiday, our Bountiful Hearts community
meal for July will be served as carry-out and delivery only meals on

HEARTS Friday, July 3rd at 1:00 p.m.

We will need donations of dessert items, either homemade or from
the

bakery/grocery store. Please let Tamela Hinson or Christine Luca know
if you would like to volunteer; we also need drivers. We greatly
Meal Ministry appreciate your donations, both of time and financial contributions; they
are what make this meal possible.




Looking Ahead ...

Choir practice will resume on Wednesday, September 2nd.

e ° x

. ® X .
The office will be closed on Monday, September 7 in honor \ /

f Labor Day. \/ ”Q
of Labor Day X‘HG /\*
Save the date! Feed the Flock is September 20th. Watch yi 6 emher.
this space for more information. 3 ” 4 k.”f

*.-. | /\ ..* .. /\\

The Presbytery of the Midwest will be holding its final

presbytery meeting of the year on September 25-26 at First

EPC in Kokomo, IN. If you would like to join our elder

representatives in attending this meeting, please contact Clerk of Session Doug Jones.

Our pastor will be back from sabbatical on Sunday, September 27. Please continue to
keep him in prayer as he rests and seeks the Lord!

By now, most of you have received the letter from our Session that they have generously granted eight
weeks of sabbatical to our pastor beginning August 1. We ask that you please keep our pastor in prayer
during this time, that God would refresh him and bless him during this time. Please also keep our elders
and our whole congregation in prayer, that God would also use this time to bless us and make us more
faithful. If you have any questions or have any pastoral care needs during this time, we invite you to
please reach out to a member of Session.

During this season, we have a group of pastors who will be filling the pulpit for us. Please be sure to
join us in worship at either 8:30 or 10:45 (or both!) to hear these folks bring God’s Word to us:

August 2: Chuck Testas
August 9: Chuck Testas
August 16: [an Ferguson
August 23:  Chuck Testas
August 30:  Chuck Testas
September 7: Ian Ferguson
September 13: Tim McQuade
September 20: Ian Ferguson




July 8th
July 8th
July 11th
July 15th
July 19th
July 20th

PYrvvvvvee

Fran Myers (100th!)
Jody Rivera

Karen Wolff
Carter Jones

Linda Pandolph
Jeff Gibbs

July 22nd Phyllis Wolfram

July 24th
July 29th

Aug 1st

Aug 4th

Aug 7th

Aug 9th
Aug 11th
Aug 12th
Aug 14th
Aug 18th
Aug 23rd
Aug 23rd
Aug 25th
Aug 30th

Chris Loos
Juliana Dills

Margaret Harshbarger
Esther Spence

Janet Acra

Pam Biddle

Kay Thiele

Ellen Puckett

Will Loos

Kim Brown

Michael Jones
Rebecca Scherzinger
Shirley Quinn
Lieschen Turchina

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00
p.m. Monday - Thursday

Bulletin Deadlines: Wednesdays,
10:00 a.m.

September Evangel Deadline:

August 15th by 12 Noon

Send all bulletin and Evangel items to Jennifer
at office@harrisonpresbyterian.com, call the
office (367-4301) or drop by the office.

Please remember that Fridays are the pastor’s
Sabbath day. He is available for emergencies
only on that day. Thank you.

July 05
July 12
July 19
July 26

IF THE
SUFFERING JESUS
ENDURED DID

NOT MAKE HIM

GIVE UP ON US,

NOTHING WILL.
Tim KELLER

LOVE THY
NEIGHBOR

In July, we will be collecting school supplies
for the children of Harrison Elementary. All
specific needs will be supplied at a later date.

JULY/AUGUST FELLOWSHIP TABLE

Debbie McCane
Open
Open
Open

Aug 02 Open

Aug 09 Nancy Platt
Aug 16 Mindy Sindiong
Aug 23 Pam Fury

Aug 30 Open



Senior Saints
Vivian Talley Shirley Quinn Fran Myers Joy Riegel

Prayers For Our Church

Our Missionaries: Warmuths, Garrigans & Joneses

Teresa Gregg: recovering from cancer surgery at home

Pam Biddle: recovering from liver transplant at home

Larry Haire: having eye surgery soon; sister moving

Mary Ellen Watts’ Family: Mary Ellen’s mother has been placed in hospice care and her brother is struggling
with cancer

Karen Wolff: recovering from knee surgery

Snape Family-Tom’s brother-in-law passed away. Prayers for comfort for the family.
Family of Marilyn Rueger

Ellen Puckett— her sister, Ann, passed away

John Craft- lost his best friend, Kip

Prayers For Others
Deb Menninger: for Joey and & Hank’s health

Mary Ann Pickens: for her mental health and for brother, Paul’s health
For our loved ones with cancer: Kelly Sebastian, Rob Parsons, June Tucker,
Carol Scott, Cynthia Wagner, Beth Ann Willis, Ben Summey,

Jenny Lehmann

Davy Rudisell (Mary Tabor): alpha gal tick disease

Ishaik (Melody McGregor): snapped tendon in leg

Brandon Wolfram (Alan and Nancy Wolfram): broken wrist, surgery
Jim Moreland (Bev Hughs): side effects from chemo treatments

Mary Clayton Gober (Phil Engard): needs kidney transplant

Kathy Riehle (Reta Crone): hospitalized with unknown illness

Kelly Underwood (Steuvers): in hospital recovering from a leg amputation
Brad Hill (Mary Tabor): hernia surgery

Family of Tina Taylor (Larry Haire)

Ongoing Health Needs
Louanna Smith

JoJean Kleinfeld
Arlene Anderson
Pam Mains
Anne Troy

Pam Biddle

Ron Beathard

PRAYER CHAIN CALLS: The Prayer Chain is a group of people who are committed to praying

daily for those requesting prayer. This ministry is administered through our Board of Deacons. If you
J have a prayer request, please contact Mindy Sindiong (513) 235-3778 during the day or Phyllis

"1 Wolfram 367-4578 during the evening. For two weeks, the people on the chain will pray daily for

r

(C]hl(dl]ﬂnl the person or situation requested.




Vacation Bible School

VBS is Back! Our theme this year is “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”. This program will run on
nonconsecutive Sundays from 3-5pm.

e 12 July: “God is our strong tower”

e 26 July: “We can trust God to fight our battles when we worship Him”

e 9 August: “Armor up! God is our defender”

We need: Volunteers of all ages!

And yes, bring a friend!

If you have any question, please see Becky Hayes-Heckman or Mary Craft.
There will be more information to follow so keep an eye on this space!
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First Presbyterian Church
115 S. Vine St.
Harrison, OH 45030
Pastor: Dr. Joshua Long

Church Phone number: 367-4301

Church email: office@harrisonpresbyterian.com
Pastor email: jlong@harrisonpresbyterian.com
Website: www.harrisonpresbyterian.com

OUR CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT

First Presbyterian Church of Harrison, Ohio
is growing in faith by building stronger
relationships with God and community
through prayer and worship. The
reading and understanding X
of God’s Word strengthens ,

our commitment to mrgo\\.

the Good News of

our sommEuoN e]
that all may

experience

God's grace.




